Atty. Dkt. No. 065905-0309 



REMARKS 

Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration of the present application in view of the 
foregoing amendments and in view of the reasons that follow. 

In the specification, the title has been amended. Claims 1-3, 12, 13, 15-16 and 19-20 are 
currently being amended. Claim 21 has been added. This amendment adds and changes claims in 
this application. A detailed listing of all claims that are, or were, in the application, irrespective of 
whether the claim(s) remain under examination in the application, is presented, with an appropriate 
defined status identifier. Claims 1-21 are pending in this application. 

Priority and Information Disclosure Statement 

Applicant thanks the Examiner for acknowledging receipt of the papers submitted under 35 
U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) and the Examiner's consideration of the information disclosure statement filed 
October 7, 2003. 

Drawings 

Applicant filed formal drawings on October 7, 2003. Applicant thanks the Examiner for 
acknowledging that the formal drawings are approved. However, the acceptance of the drawings was 
not noted in the Office Action Summary dated July 29, 2004. The Examiner is kindly requested to 
note the acceptance of the drawings. 

Title 

The title has been amended to be clearly indicative of the invention to which the claims are 
directed. 

Claim Rejections under U.S.C. § 102 

Claims 1-6, 9-10, 12-17, and 19-20 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Nozawa et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,195,521). 

In response, without agreeing or acquiescing to the rejection, Applicant amends claims 1-3, 
12-13, 15-16 and 19-20. Applicant respectfully submits that the above amended claims are allowable 
for at least the following reasons. 

The Applicant respectfully traverses the rejection of claims 1-6, 9-10, 12-17 and 19-20 as 
amended. Applicant relies on M.P.E.P. § 2131, entitled "Anticipation - Application of 35 U.S.C. § 
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102(a), (b) and (e)" which states, "a claim is anticipated only if each and every element set forth in 
the claim is found, either expressly or inherently described, in a single prior art reference." Applicant 
respectfully submits that Nozawa et al. does not describe each and every element of the claims. 

The claims contain the recitation of features that are not present in the device of Nozawa et 
al. Independent claims 1,13 and 19 recite a toner supply receiver with features or a corresponding 
method configured to interact with a toner bottle having a toner bottle projection. The toner supply 
receiver of claims 1 and 13 have features for interacting with a shutter supply mechanism of a toner 
supply bottle. Similarly, claim 19 includes a means for opening or closing an opening along the toner 
bottle projection. Claims 1 and 13 specifically recite a toner supply receiver comprising a base 
portion with an insertion guide surface configured to engage the toner bottle projection. 

In contrast, Nozawa et al. does not disclose a toner supply receiver with features configured 
to interact with a toner supply bottle having a toner bottle projection and a shutter supply mechanism. 
With regards to claims 1 and 13, Nozawa et al. does not teach a toner supply receiver having a base 
portion with an insertion guide surface configured to engage the toner bottle projection. With regards 
to claim 19 Nozawa et al. does not disclose a means for opening or closing an opening along the toner 
bottle projection. 

The dependent claims depend from one of independent claims 1,13 and 19 and are 
patentable for at least the same reasons. In addition, dependent claims 2, 15 and 20 include an 
insertion guide surface having a slanted surface that aligns the toner supply receiver with the toner 
bottle in a predetermined orientation by gradually rotating the toner bottle along the inner wall of the 
base portion. Nozawa et al. does not teach or disclose an insertion guide surface having a slanted 
surface that aligns the toner supply receiver with the toner bottle in a predetermined orientation by 
gradually rotating the toner bottle along the inner wall of the base portion. Claims 2, 1 5 and 20 are 
further patentable for at least this reason. 

Accordingly, Applicant respectfully submits that claims 1-6, 9-10, 12-17 and 19-20 are not 
anticipated by Nozawa et al. and are therefore allowable. Applicant respectfully requests that the 
rejections under U.S.C. § 102(b) be withdrawn and claims 1-20 allowed. 
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New Claim 21 



Applicant has added new claim 21 . Claim 21 is an apparatus claim that incorporates the 
allowable subject matter of claim 1 1 in independent form. Support for new claim 21 can be found at 
least in the original claims and page 7 of the specification. 



After amending the claims as set forth above, claims 1-21 are now pending in this 
application. Applicant believes that the present application is now in condition for allowance. 
Favorable reconsideration of the application as amended is respectfully requested. 

The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned by telephone if it is felt that a telephone 
interview would advance the prosecution of the present application. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be required 
regarding this application under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16-1.17, or credit any overpayment, to Deposit 
Account No. 19-0741 . Should no proper payment be enclosed herewith, as by a check being in the 
wrong amount, unsigned, post-dated, otherwise improper or informal or even entirely missing, the 
Commissioner is authorized to charge the unpaid amount to Deposit Account No. 19-0741 . If any 
extensions of time are needed for timely acceptance of papers submitted herewith, Applicant hereby 
petitions for such extension under 37 C.F.R. §1.136 and authorizes payment of any such extensions 
fees to Deposit Account No. 19-0741 . 



CONCLUSION 



Respectfully submitted, 




FOLEY & LARDNER LLP 
Customer Number: 22428 
Telephone: (202) 945-6162 
Facsimile: (202) 672-5399 




Registration No. 40,888 
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